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The SISCA Team with Seattle Mayor Ed Murray (center), October 2016. 
SISCA President Cathia Geller, center left by Murray 

SISCA Team at Seattle 
Sister Cities Reception 
SISCA Board President Cathia Geller and several SISCA 
members attended the 2016 Seattle Sister Cities Reception, 
Global Connections Through World Travel, held at Seattle’s City 
Hall on October 6, 2016 in honor of citizens who have developed 
and nurtured sister city relationships. Geller and others met and 
talked with Seattle Mayor Ed Murray and Deputy Mayor Hyeok 
Kim to inform them of SISCA plans and progress.

The main event was a presentation by Rick Steves and a 
celebration of the 60th anniversary of Seattle’s first sister city 
relationship, the one between Seattle and Kobe, Japan. Steves 
pleased and surprised us by plugging our Seattle-Isfahan sister 
city effort during the portion of his speech that covered his trip 
to Iran! He emphasized the importance of fostering peace and 
collaboration around the world through travel and people-to-
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The goal of the Seattle–Isfahan 
Sister City Association (SISCA) 
is to build a community in 
Seattle to support and 
incubate nonpolitical, people-
to-people collaborations with 
Isfahan, Iran. We believe we 
are the first group in the U.S. to 
undertake this kind of effort.  

Despite the recent drastic 
curtailment of travel between 
the U.S. and Iran and the 
increase in animosity between 
governments, we remain firmly 
committed to our goal. Such 
actions inspire us to work even 
harder to build bridges 
between people. We intend to 
make full use of the vast array 
of digital communication tools 
available to us for virtual 
collaborations with students, 
musicians, film makers, artists, 
performers, professional 
people, poets, teachers, 
writers, and other groups with 
shared interests. 
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people connections and that one of the best ways was through a sister city relationship. With regards to 
Iran, he said, if we wanted to do this right, we would have to do it through a sister city relationship and 
why not the city of Isfahan? Steves produced a landmark travel show about Iran for Public Television after 
his trip there in 2008. 

The SISCA Team with International travel expert Rick Steves (center), October 2016 

The Boeing Company was one of the sponsors of the sister city event. SISCA plans to explore the 
possibilities of collaboration with Boeing given the corporation’s efforts to secure an airplane deal with 
Iran. See December 2016 Bloomberg article here with late January update here.

SISCA at the 10th Annual Iranian Festival 
In August, SISCA participated in the 10th Iranian Festival put on by the Iranian American Community 
Alliance. The Festival is the biggest annual event for the Iranian American community in the Seattle area. 
The event was held at the Seattle Center. SISCA participants staffed an information table, welcomed new 
members, and were given time at the microphone to highlight the SISCA effort. Deputy Mayor Hyeok 
Kim spoke in support of SISCA. We were lucky enough to have guitarist Naeim Rahani perform his 
beautiful music at our table. SISCA hopes to arrange an Internet “e-concert” between Rahani and an 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CYoa9hI3CXg
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-12-11/iran-air-to-buy-80-boeing-aircraft-first-such-deal-in-37-years
http://www.seattletimes.com/business/boeing-aerospace/trump-order-casts-further-doubt-on-boeings-iran-deal/
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Isfahani guitarist. Many thanks to IACA for their help promoting our work. We look forward to exploring 
more ways for our two organizations to collaborate.

On stage at the IACA Iranian Festival in August 2016 (Rahani, above right) 

SISCA at University of Washington’s Events 
SISCA members attended and networked at events sponsored by the University of Washington’s Persian 
and Iranian Studies Program. The University of Washington’s Persian and Iranian Studies Program, part of 
the Department of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations, presents several events each year. SISCA 
Treasurer Roy Ghazimorad is a member of the Persian and Iranian Studies Program Board. In October 
2016, SISCA Board President Cathia Geller attended the screening of the documentary film Isfahan to 
Irvine. Throughout the film, master musician Dr. Hossein Omoumi demonstrated the wide-ranging 
musical modes of the ney, the Persian reed flute. The screening was followed by a live musical 
performance by Dr. Omoumi, who is a scholar and teacher of Persian traditional music and is the Maseeh 
Professor in Persian Performing Arts in the department of music at the University of California, Irvine 
Claire Trevor School of the Arts. 

See UPCOMING EVENTS for University of Washington Department of Near Eastern Languages and 
Civilizations and Persian and Iranian Studies Program events scheduled for early 2017. SISCA will be 
present as a partner with the University at several of these upcoming events.
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Report from the Iranian American Women’s 
Foundation Conference 
SISCA Board President Cathia Geller attended the 12th Annual Iranian American Women’s Foundation 
conference in Washington DC in November 2016. Here’s her report: In November, I had the honor of 
attending the IAWF conference where I networked with and listened to some remarkable professional 
Iranian-American women. Along with 500 other attendees, we heard from women leaders in the fields of 
engineering, the arts, business, law, and politics (including several in influential positions in the Obama 
White House). It was inspiring and promising to see the many young Iranian-American women who are 
being mentored and promoted by this organization. I encourage you to learn more about their efforts 
nationwide and support their growing network.

News Items 
• A new Cherry Street Coffee House has opened on Fairview in South Lake Union and is offering 

Persian food after consultations with well-known Persian chef and cookbook author Najmieh 
Batmanglij

• The Iranian American Community Alliance (IACA) has launched the Iranian American Oral 
History project. The goal of the project is to record and preserve Persian heritage and history 
through fun and interactive interviews. IACA will be interviewing Iranians in the Seattle area who 
immigrated to the United States to learn about their stories, challenges, and motivations and will 
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TRAVEL SECTION 

Obtaining visas to travel between the U.S. and Iran 
became difficult (at best) or impossible in January 2017. 
With the hope that such travel will again be possible in 
the near future, we present below U.S. travel agencies and 
organizations that have, in the past, arranged tours to Iran 
for U.S. citizens. Although Iranian Americans have traveled 
frequently between the U.S. and Iran, it has also been 
possible for non-Iranian-American U.S. citizens to visit Iran 
using the travel organizations listed below. We provide 
these names only for informational purposes. SISCA does 
not endorse any of the agencies or organizations listed. 

• Caravan Serai Tours 
(located in Seattle) 

• Global Exchange 

• Serious Traveler 

• Iran Tour - Royal Time Television 

• Iran Traveler 

• MIR Corporation 

• G Adventure 

TRAVEL REPORTS 

See You in Iran (SYI) encourages travel to Iran by 
providing a platform where future and former travelers 
can connect through experience and information sharing. 
SYI’s Facebook page is here. An SYI Hostel in Tehran was 
scheduled to open in December 2016. 

Seattle resident and SISCA Board Secretary Nancy Penrose 
lived in Iran as a child and returned for a visit in 2008. 
“Saffron and Nukes” is the story of her trip.

https://www.iawfoundation.org/conference/washington-d-c-2016/
https://www.iawfoundation.org/conference/washington-d-c-2016/
http://www.cherryst.com/media/introducing-persian-stews
http://www.iaca-seattle.org/
http://www.caravan-serai.com/iran-travel/
http://www.globalexchange.org/reality-tours
http://www.serioustraveler.com/
http://rtimetv.com/iran-tour-2017/
http://www.irantraveler.net/index.asp?p=1
http://www.mircorp.com/?s=Iran&submit=Search
https://www.gadventures.com/trips/iran-discover-persia/3803/?ref=asearch
http://seeyouiniran.tumblr.com/
https://www.facebook.com/seeyouiniran
http://seeyouiniran.org/
http://www.transitionsabroad.com/listings/travel/narrative_travel_writing/saffron-and-nukes.shtml
http://www.caravan-serai.com/iran-travel/
http://www.globalexchange.org/reality-tours
http://www.serioustraveler.com/
http://rtimetv.com/iran-tour-2017/
http://www.irantraveler.net/index.asp?p=1
http://www.mircorp.com/?s=Iran&submit=Search
https://www.gadventures.com/trips/iran-discover-persia/3803/?ref=asearch
http://seeyouiniran.tumblr.com/
https://www.facebook.com/seeyouiniran
http://seeyouiniran.org/
http://www.transitionsabroad.com/listings/travel/narrative_travel_writing/saffron-and-nukes.shtml
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make these stories everlasting by creating documentaries, written scripts, and material that can be 
preserved and passed on to the next generations. For more information, questions, and 
participation, contact manna@iaca-seattle.org.

• Tara Grammy, star of the award-winning Los Angeles-based one-woman show Mahmoud, is 
seeking funding for post-production work on a movie similar to My Big, Fat Greek Wedding but 
with a Persian twist. Readers should contact SISCA at seattleisfahan.org@gmail.com if they have 
ideas about possible funding sources.

Upcoming Events 
• March 19, 2–6 pm: Noruz (Persian New Year) at Seattle City Hall – a SISCA-sponsored event! Join 

SISCA and other community groups serving the Iranian-American and immigrant communities to 
celebrate Noruz, the Persian New Year. Free and open to the public, this celebration is believed to 
be the first-ever Noruz event held at a U.S. City Hall. Tentatively scheduled to address the 
gathering are Seattle Mayor Ed Murray, State of Washington Lieutenant Governor Cyrus Habib, 
and other dignitaries as well as business and community leaders. There will be live entertainment, 
activities for kids, and opportunities for the public to learn about our culture and traditions and 
to interact with representatives of several area organizations. 

• Talks and events sponsored by the University of Washington Department of Near Eastern 
Languages and Civilization, Persian and Iranian Studies Program:

- February 1, 2017: Docunight #34: Six Centuries, Six Years, Directed by Mojtaba Mirtahmasb. 
Persian Movie nights are held the first Wednesday of every month and are open to the public. 
Communications Building 120, UW Seattle Campus.

- February 2, 2017: “Five Periods of Persian Music: From the Earliest Recorded Documents 
Until Today.” A talk in Persian by great Iranian composer and multi-instrumentalist Ali 
Samadpour with NELC Assistant Professor Stephanie Selover. 

- February 10, 2017, 7 pm: Shahname Reading Group. In Persian. Physics/Astronomy 
Auditorium, UW Seattle Campus. This group meets the second Friday of each month.

- February 11, 2017, 7 pm: The Afrassiabi Distinguished Lecture Series: “Books from Bombay: 
Tehran’s Print Marketplace and its Transnational Dimensions, 1900-1950.” Talk by Afshin 
Marashi, Farzaneh Family Chair in Iranian Studies and Associate Professor in the Department 
of International and Area Studies at the University of Oklahoma. Room 220, Kane Hall, UW 
Seattle Campus. SISCA Board Members will be present. 

- February 17, 2017, 3:30 pm: Reflections on the Persian Music Industry and Persian Pop 
Culture. Talk by Babak Khiavchi. Khiavchi has been a Seattle resident since 1999. He is a 
software engineer by profession and he is passionate about music. He has collaborated with a 
wide range of Persian musicians on music albums and concert productions. He has owned and 
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mailto:manna@iaca-seattle.org
http://mahmoudtaxi.com/press/
mailto:seattleisfahan.org@gmail.com
http://depts.washington.edu/nelc/events.html?trumbaEmbed=view%3Devent%26eventid%3D122249627
http://depts.washington.edu/nelc/events.html?trumbaEmbed=view%3Devent%26eventid%3D122150369
http://depts.washington.edu/nelc/events.html?trumbaEmbed=view%3Devent%26eventid%3D122150369
http://depts.washington.edu/nelc/events.html?trumbaEmbed=view%3Devent%26eventid%3D122353435
http://depts.washington.edu/nelc/afrassiabiseries.html
http://depts.washington.edu/nelc/events.html?trumbaEmbed=view%3Devent%26eventid%3D122150369#/?i=2
http://depts.washington.edu/nelc/events.html?trumbaEmbed=view%3Devent%26eventid%3D122150369#/?i=2


February 8, 2017

operated an independent record label dedicated to 
promoting underground music from Iran. Room 211, 
Denny Hall, UW Seattle Campus.

- May 12–13, 2017: Conference on the Iranian 
Revolution, supported by the Roshan Foundation. 
Check the NELC website for details as they become 
available. Two lectures and three workshops are 
planned. A special Moon Rise event will be held. 
SISCA Board Members will be present. 

- May 18—June 11, 2017: Seattle International Film 
Festival. The University of Washington is working to 
bring four Iranian films to SIFF. Stay tuned!

• Event Sponsored by Friends of NELC:

- February 4, 2017: “A Mosaic of Tehrangeles.” Written 
and directed by UW students Eli Gallagher and 
Rhoya Sarikhani Selden. This one-act play provides 
glimpses into the stories and traditions of Iranian 
Americans based on oral interviews conducted by 
Rhoya. It explores what it means to be Iranian, 
American, and Iranian-American. It celebrates 
Iranian-American history, examines the challenges 
Iranian-Americans face, and educates audience 
members about authentic Persian culture.

• Event Sponsored by the UW Persian Circle

- February 17, 2017, 6 pm: Another Perspective on the 
Sexuality of Iranian Women by Dr. Najmeh Mousav. 
Room 260, Savery Hall, UW Seattle Campus. (This 
talk will be in Persian)

SISCA Needs Your Help! 
SISCA needs a tech-savvy volunteer to help with our social 
media, website, Facebook, and email communications. Please 
send a message to seattleisfahan.org@gmail.com if you are 
interested and would like more information. Thank you!

Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | Web | Email

Seattle-Isfahan Sister City Association �6

Who we are: Citizen volunteers—Iranian-
Americans and allies—from the greater 
Seattle area who seek to reverse decades of 
hostility between the United States and 
Iranian governments by developing people-
to-people relationships between our two 
countries. The SISCA goal is to support and 
incubate nonpolitical collaborations 
between students, teachers, business 
leaders, artists, writers, poets, musicians, 
athletes, professional people, workers, 
religious leaders, and other groups with 
shared interests. In the long term, we hope 
to establish an official sister-city relationship 
between Seattle and Isfahan. SISCA is led by 
a board of Iranian-Americans and allies. 

Where we are now: As elections are held 
and different administrations come into 
place in both the U.S. and Iran in 2017, we 
remain committed to our goal of forming a 
partnership between Seattle and Isfahan 
that is a model for peace and creative 
collaboration. Given the evolving political 
climate, we believe our efforts to build 
bridges and connections between Iran and 
the U.S are more important than ever.  

The establishment of new sister city 
relationships is still on hold by the Seattle 
city government. The work now being 
undertaken by SISCA is in preparation for 
the time when both Seattle and Isfahan are 
ready to establish a formal sister city 
relationship. To this end, SISCA activities in 
2017 will continue to focus on forging new 
connections within Seattle area 
communities, expanding public 
understanding of Iran and Iranian culture 
and people, strengthening existing ties, and 
continuing communication with colleagues 
in the city of Isfahan who support the idea 
of a sister-city relationship.

http://depts.washington.edu/nelc/
http://www.siff.net/festival-2017
http://www.siff.net/festival-2017
https://www.facebook.com/PersianCircleUW
https://www.facebook.com/PersianCircleUW
https://www.facebook.com/PersianCircleUW
https://www.facebook.com/PersianCircleUW
mailto:seattleisfahan.org@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Seattle-Isfahan-Sister-Cities-483156195181550/
https://twitter.com/seattle_isfahan
https://www.instagram.com/seattle_isfahan/
https://seattleisfahan.org
mailto:seattleisfahan.org@gmail.com

