
 
 
DISCOVER ANCIENT TRADITIONS AND DEBUNK 
MODERN MYTHS 
All are welcome to meet and mingle with Iranian-Americans and others who celebrate Nowruz 
 
CONTACT: 
Kianoush Naficy and Cathia Geller (425-445-7046) 
Email: NowruzInfo@gmail.com 
  
EVENT DETAILS: 
When: Sunday, Mar. 19, 2-6 PM 
Where: Seattle City Hall 
Who: Free, Open to all (including children), no ticket needed 
Website: SeattleIsfahan.org/Events 
 
  
****** FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ****** 
  
March 13, 2017 
  
Seattle, WA – Seattle-Isfahan Sister City Association (SISCA) is proud to announce the first ever Nowruz in Seattle, 
honoring the ancient Persian holiday and to invite the community to celebrate with them. The March 19 festivities will 
be the first time Seattle City Hall has hosted a Nowruz celebration in its history. 
  
Attendees can learn about the ancient Persian culture, meet Iranian Americans, and other ethnic groups who 
celebrate Nowruz, living in Western Washington today, and experience music, dancing, and food of the holiday. “ 
Nowruz in Seattle” will be a free event, open to the public, on March 19 from 2-6 PM at Seattle City Hall. 
  
 “What an honor it is to celebrate Nowruz with my fellow Washingtonians!” said Lt. Gov. Habib. “As an Iranian-
American, Nowruz has always held a special place in my heart. Particularly in this time when fear and mistrust 
threaten to divide us, Nowruz—which is celebrated by millions of people of all faiths across the world, and thousands 
here in Washington—represents a chance to recognize and cherish our commonalities. While we enjoy this holiday 
with friends and family, let us strive for new levels of compassion, understanding, and love for our fellow human 
beings in the new year. Nowruz mobarak!” 
  
Dignitaries from every level of government in WA State will be represented in the formal program. Please see the 
appendix for a complete list 
  
SISCA’s president, Cathia Geller commented, “The most important traditions embedded in Nowruz are hope, 
renewal, optimism, resilience, and respect for community, elders and the environment, all wrapped in a joyful 
celebration of the Spring and the beginning of life in nature -- and we certainly want to share all of those traditions 
with our American friends and neighbors. Our goal is to spark new friendships, build bridges to deeper understanding, 
and have fun.” 



  
 

 

 

Danyal Lotfi, SISCA Board Member added, "New Year has always symbolized unity in my family. I look forward to 
offering that same experience to the greater Seattle community. If you celebrate Nowruz, please join in our 
celebration of the renewal of Spring. If you have not yet celebrated Nowruz,  please join us for this family-friendly 
event open to all, regardless of your racial or ethnic background, religion, gender, sexuality.  We are extremely 
excited to meet new friends, share our cultures, and unite in our shared desire for an open and diversified 
community." 

 
 
What attendees will experience 
Nowruz in Seattle will have a program of traditional music and dancing, speakers explaining the holiday and culture, 
stories of travel to Iran, narratives of growing up Persian and how we help build and grow our communities, and 
opportunities to get involved in this rich cross-cultural adventure. Beyond the formal program, there will be children’s 
activities, a photo booth, Persian arts and crafts displays, live calligraphy demonstrations, representatives of local 
Iranian-American groups and traditional Nowruz tea and sweets. 
  
Attendees will be able to see a Haftsin, a table that each household sets up with 7 or more items that symbolize the 
different aspects of Nowruz; rebirth, prosperity, health and good fortune among others. 
 
About Nowruz 
Nowruz is an ancient tradition that promotes friendship, caring, respect, renewal and perseverance. Traditionally, 
Nowruz begins at the moment of the Vernal Equinox and then, continues for 13 days. It is a joyful and long 
celebration that is rooted in peace and a love of nature. A celebration recognized by the United Nations as an 
“Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity”, Nowruz transcends borders and has persevered throughout the millennia 
(3000+ yrs.) and is celebrated as a national new year by 11 countries and observed by 300M people. 
  
About Seattle-Isfahan Sister City Association  
We are citizen volunteers – Iranian-Americans and allies – from the greater Seattle area who seek to 
reverse decades of hostility between the United States and Iranian governments by developing people-to-people 
relationships between our two countries. The goal of the Seattle-Isfahan Sister City Association (SISCA) is to build a 
community in Seattle to support and incubate nonpolitical, people- to-people collaborations with Isfahan, Iran. SISCA 
is a not-for-profit 501(c) (3) organization. Donations to SISCA are tax deductible and may be mailed to Seattle-
Isfahan Sister Cities Association, PO Box 61363 Seattle WA 98141-6363 
  
UN Resolution recognizing Nowruz  
International Nowruz Day was proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly, in its resolution A/RES/64/253 of 
2010, at the initiative of several countries that share this holiday (Afghanistan, Albania, Azerbaijan, the Former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, India, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkey and Turkmenistan). 
Inscribed in 2009 on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity as a cultural tradition 
observed by numerous peoples, Nowruz is an ancestral festivity marking the first day of spring and the renewal of 
nature. It promotes values of peace and solidarity between generations and within families as well as reconciliation 
and neighborliness, thus contributing to cultural diversity and friendship among peoples and different communities. 

 
 
Speakers and Performers 
 

Speakers 

 Proclamation from King County 
 Lieutenant Governor Cyrus Habib 
 Gov. Jay Inslee, video message 
 Rick Steves (invited) 
 Hadi Partovi, Code.org 
 Linda Bernardi, Founder & CEO, StraTerra Partners, LLC, Author, and Entrepreneur 
 Debra Juarez, Seattle City Councilmember 
 Lisa Herbold, Seattle City Councilmember 



 

 

 Dr. Shahrzad Shams, UW Persian and Iranian Studies Program 
 UW Persian Circle Students 
 Mahnaz Eshetu, ED , Refugee Women’s Alliance (ReWA)  
 Bookda Gheisar, Chief Strategist at Bookda Gheisar Consulting LLC, Lead facilitator, King County Office of 

Equity and Social Justice – representing King County Exec. Dow Constantine 
 Seydali Family – Iranian-American community members, sharing personal stories 
 Nancy Penrose, Hal Green & Dan Smith – SISCA Board/Travelers to Iran 

  
Performers 

 Elham Hakimi Lawson & Karoun Dance Ensemble – Persian classical and ethnic/tribal dances 
 Payam Khodaie – Iranian-American Pianist 
 Paymon Elahi, Taara Elahi, Behrouz Alavi, Taraneh Mohajeri & Manooch Vahdat – Persian Nowruz songs 
 onefourfive - Georgian Acapella Group 


